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CONTROVERSY: Pictures in L.A.Times draw condemnation fromTaliban, U.S. officials

MIRWAIS HAROONI
Reuters

KABUL — Afghan President
Hamid Karzai condemned pho-
tographs of U.S. soldiers posing
with the mangled bodies of
Afghan insurgent bombers as
“inhuman” on Thursday, calling
for a rapid transition from NATO
to Afghan security to prevent
more such incidents.

The pictures dealt a further
blow to U.S.-Afghan relations
as Washington is trying to sign

a strategic deal with Karzai on
a presence in the country after
the 2014 pullout of most foreign
combat troops.

“The Afghan pres ident
emphasized that the only way to
prevent such bitter experiences
in the future is a quick and com-
plete security transition from
foreign forces,” said a statement
from Karzai’s office.

“Afghanistan can take its
destiny into its own hands very
soon and in this country there
will not be any bad actions by

foreign troops.”
Karzai called the two-year-old

photographs, taken by U.S. para-
troppers in 2010, an “inhuman
act” and said it was “disgusting”
to pose in that way with dead
bodies.

The Afghan Taliban, who
claimed responsibility for brazen
weekend attacks in Kabul and
three other provinces, vowed
revenge against U.S. forces fight-
ing in the country after the pic-
tures were published in the Los
Angeles Times newspaper.

“They will be punished for
their actions and we will take
revenge. When and how is up to
our military officials, (but) it will
be added to our plans,” Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
told Reuters by telephone.

U.S. officials quickly con-
demned the behaviour seen
in the pictures published on
Wednesday, which included a
photo of American soldiers
posing with a dead insurgent’s
hand with the middle finger
raised.

Karzai: Photos ‘inhuman’

COURTS: Breivik prepared using computer war games

WALTER GIBBS
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OSLO — Norwegian anti-
Islamic fanatic Anders Behring
Breivik told a court on Thursday
he had planned for even bigger
attacks before killing 77 people
and had prepared for the massa-
cre by playing computer games.

On the fourth day of his trial
for the attacks in July, Breivik
said he had considered bombing
the annual May 1 parade in Oslo,
a Labour Party convention and
a conference of journalists but
opted for a new plan after the
bomb-making took too long.

He killed eight people with a
car bomb at government head-
quarters in Oslo, then gunned
down 69 people, most of them
teenagers, at a Labour Party
summer youth camp on Utoeya
island.

Although he pleaded not
guilty, he admitted to the kill-
ings, saying his victims were trai-
tors who supported immigration
and multiculturalism, threaten-
ing Norwegian ethnic purity.

Breivik gave precise details
of his planning and said he had
hoped to kill all 564 people on
the island that day.

His main target was former
prime minister Gro Harlem
Brundtland, but she left before
he got there. Some victims were
as young as 14.

“It is not desirable to have
targets under the age of 18,” he
said, but added: “There was no
political target on that day that
was better.”

Breivik said other options he
considered included a multiple
bombing followed by a shoot-
ing spree. He had also sketched
plans to bomb Oslo’s May 1
parade with a hijacked propane
tanker, estimating that he could
have killed “several thousand
people.”

He picked his final targets
based on what he thought was
achievable.

“Now we’re starting to see
what an evil man he is — cyni-
cal, cold and structured as he
explains in the smallest detail
what he planned,” said John
Hestnes, head of a support group
for survivors of the office build-
ing blast.

“This is starting to become
very tough for the survivors and
family members to bear.”

To prepare for the attack,
Breivik said, he took an entire

yea r o f f t o
p l a y Wo r l d
of Warcraft, a
mult i -p layer
ro le -p lay ing
g am e w i t h
mo r e t h a n
10 million sub-
scribers, and
also Modern
Warfare, a first-
person shoot-
ing game.

“I don’t really like those games
but it is good if you want to
simulate for training purposes,”
Breivik said as he discussed
Modern Warfare, smiling when
asked about the aiming system.

Breivik, who played Modern
Warfare 17 hours straight on
New Year’s Eve 2010/2011, said
he used such games to simu-
late the police response and the
best escape strategy. He with-
drew from friends, saying his
mission outweighed personal
relationships.

In 2006, he moved in with his
mother to save money and rarely
interrupted his game of World
of Warcraft, even though his
mother became anxious.

“During that year I played per-
haps 16 hours a day. It was a lot.
Only playing for an entire year
— playing and sleeping, playing
and sleeping … It was a dream I
had, and I wanted to do this.”

Accused Norwegian
killer says he planned
far larger attacks

Breivik

MARCH OF THE LIVING

A man waves an Israeli flag Thursday outside the former Nazi death camp of Birkenau (Auschwitz II) in Oswiecim-Brzezinka, southern
Poland. Thousands of mainly Jewish people participated in the 21st annual “March of the Living,” a Holocaust commemoration.
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